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Come and Worship...Come and Serve...Come and Learn...Come as you are 

…Philip said to him, “Come and see” John 1:46 
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August 6 
Carpenter Nature Center 

Animal Program 
(PS-4th Graders) 

6:30 pm 
 

August 12 
Bonfire  

 (7th-12th Graders) 
6:30 pm 

 
August 16 

Pie & Ice Cream  
Outdoor Concert  

at the LeDuc 
6:00 pm 

AUGUST      

EVENTS 
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NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD.  Hannah 

Taylor was 5 years old when 

she saw a homeless man eating 

out of a garbage can on a cold 

winter day. That stark image 

would not only change her life 

but that of millions of people. 

 

Hannah said, “I thought about 

that man every night and I 

asked, ‘Why?’, if everyone 

shared  just a little of what they 

have I know the homeless and hungry would be fed and 

housed. I had to do something.” 
 

By the time Hannah was 8, she had founded the Ladybug 

Foundation – a charity dedicated to raising money for 

food, shelter and the needs of homeless people. The 

Ladybug Foundation started with collection jars decorated 

like Ladybugs and had bake sales and art sales. This was 

followed by Hannah going right to the “top” organizing 

what she called “Big Bosses” luncheons. Those leaders, in 

turn, helped and encouraged Hannah 
 

Today, the Ladybug Foundation through Hannah’s efforts 

has raised more than $2 million thus providing, food, 

shelter and clothing for homeless men, women and 

children. “This turned into one enormously BIG idea.” 

Hannah Taylor 
 

Who knew that an 8 year old child could make such a 

difference? God did. What enormously BIG idea do you 

think God is planting in the hearts and minds of children at 

St. Philip’s? I can’t wait to be surprised because nothing is 

impossible with God! 
 

See you in worship!   
 

Pastor Ralph 

 

 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER NEWS - We are 

pleased to announce the hiring of 

Lorelei Rein to the ELC staff as 

teacher. Lorelei is currently finishing 

her B.A. in Child Development at 

Concordia University.  She received 

an A.A.S in Early Childhood from 

Dakota County Technical College in 

May 2013.   She is a familiar face to 

the ELC; she worked as an assistant 

here during the 2013-2014 school 

year.  Lorelei lives in Hastings with her husband and 3 

children. Please welcome Lorelei back to the staff. 

 

 

 

- AMONG OUR OWN – 
 

Congratulations to… 

Fred and Carol Glade on their 53rd wedding 

anniversary August 4. 

Jeff and Annette Hanson on their 20th wedding 

anniversary August 5. 

Adam and Andrea Barker on their 15th wedding 

anniversary on August 5. 

Alex and Cassie Raway on their 5th wedding 

anniversary August 7. 

Chuck and Barb Taffe on their 40th wedding 

anniversary August 9. 

Gary and Marge Evenson on their 57th wedding 

anniversary August 16. 

Jerome and Eunice Jilk on their 40th wedding 

anniversary August 16. 

Dan and Jennie Orr on their 35th wedding anniversary 

August 23. 

Kevin and Marcy Ferrie on their 30th wedding 

anniversary August 24. 
 

Sympathies to... 

Rita Carlson and family as they mourn the death of her 

father, Robert Schauer. 

Norm Holtorf and family as they mourn the death of 

infant cousins Kaden and Kellen. 

 

 

PRESCHOOL CHATTER… 
 

Although the preschool rooms are bare and quite, the 

ELC never sleeps.  I have been busy 

getting our license, policies and 

procedures changed to incorporate 

the new extended day program. We 

know there will be a few bumps we 

will have to work out as the school 

year gets going, but with your 

support and prayers we can 

accomplish anything.  The ELC is so 

grateful for the support we get from 

the congregation  
 

One of my goals is to increase communication and 

involvement between the congregation and the ELC. I am 

going to work with Pastor Ralph to come into a service 

and introduce myself to all of you.  In the meantime, if you 

have any questions or concerns about the ELC please ask 

me, or feel free to use my mailbox (located outside my 

office).  I plan to address these in future church bulletins 

and preschool chatter updates. 
 

I hope everyone is having a great summer! 
 

Kim Sill 

ELC Director 
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JOE’S PROSE…  
Hi everyone! I thought things would die 

down a little bit after camp and day 

camp, but not quite. Summer is winding 

down (don't tell the kids I said that!), 

which means Sunday School is ramping 

up! A little excitement to go along with a 

little disappointment. Along with Sunday 

School comes Sunday School teachers. 

This is me asking for Sunday School 

teachers; how am I doing? Our goal is to 

have at least 2 teachers per class to allow for co-teaching 

opportunities or the ability for teachers to teach every 

other week. If you're interested or would like to 

volunteer someone, see Joe or any member of the Faith 

Formation Committee. 

 

Speaking of Sunday School, registration forms will soon be 

available at the church and online. That's at 

www.splchastings.org. You should also be able to find a 

Sunday School schedule up there, too! A couple of 

important dates on that schedule are September 13 and 

September 20. The 13th will be sort of a "welcome back" / 

"meet your teachers" day of Sunday School. The 20th will 

be the first official day of Sunday School classes. 
 

I mentioned camp and day camp in the first paragraph. I 

may have had the best 

time at camp, and I 

may have had the 

worst time at camp 

out of all the campers 

from SPLC. It was 

awesome to go back to 

the place I called home 

for the last 4 summers 

and to have a personal 

relationship with some 

of the kids going in 

(while also getting to 

sleep in a cabin by 

myself). However, my 

car broke down driving back and forth between Shores 

and Green Lake. Like I always say - you gotta give a little 

to take a little (I love idioms). Overall, the week went 

pretty well - lots of smiles, worship, and learning going on 

(and mosquito bites, if you ask McKenzie).  

 

Day camp featured far less mosquito bites, but just as 

many smiles, 

worship 

sessions, and 

learning 

opportunities. 

The team 

from GLLM 

did a great 

job, and so 

did SPLC's 

own 

volunteers. The preschool day camp, led only by SPLC 

volunteers, went off without a hitch as well - good work 

all around, I'd say. 

 

 

We have two events coming up in August. First, on 

August 6, Carpenter Nature Center is coming to do a 

little program about animal movement featuring live 

animals! The program is geared toward children who have 

completed a year of preschool through completed 4th 

grade. The second event on August 12 is a bonfire / hot 

dog roast / s'more fest / gathering for youth who are 

entering 7th through 12th grades. 

 

Now, as is my custom, a little update on me (though it's 

usually an update on Sammy). Not much of note is going 

on, to be honest. Sammy and I are just looking forward to 

a weekend in which we have nothing happening, though, as 

we seem to always have something come up on weekends. 

Sammy still loves her internship and is still the best ever at 

it. I think that's all I've got - have a great August! 

 

Joe Russell 

Coordinator of Youth and Family Ministries 
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NEW FALL SCHEDULE BEGINS SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 13 - Get ready for a 

new schedule and new worship and 

learning opportunities this fall at St. 

Philip’s! Beginning September 13, 

worship times move to 8:30 am and 

10:30 am every Sunday. Time between services will allow 

for faith formation activities for youth and adults. Watch 

the September newsletter, Sunday bulletins and email for 

details on fall programming and worship updates. 
 

 

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Greetings St. Philip’s!  The Call Committee has news!  We 

met with our Synod representative on Sunday, July 12 and 

have received several names of Pastors who are willing 

and able to serve St. Philip’s.  After evaluation of the 

submissions, we will begin the interview process.   We are 

under strict confidentiality to protect these men and 

women and the people they serve and are unable to share 

any details about the names we have been given.  The 

committee is very excited to have moved into this phase 

of the Call! 
 

Please continue praying for us and the pastor who will be 

called during this time of waiting.   
 

In God’s Grace, 

The Call Committee 
 

 

KEEP THE LIGHTS ON AT MAASAE GIRLS 

SCHOOL - The St. Philip's women's group (WELCA) has 

supported students at Maasae Girls 

School for many years.  We have 

received an appeal from Operation 

Bootstrap Africa requesting funds toward 

installation of solar panels at the school.  

"The power is frequently out in rural Tanzania.  Without 

electricity, students are unable to study in the evening and 

school staff cannot use computers or copiers to prepare 

lessons."  This organization is celebrating its 

50th anniversary this year; their goal for solar lighting is 

$12,000. If your family or another small group wants to 

contribute to this cause, please take an Operation 

Bootstrap Africa report from the pamphlet rack in the 

church entry or contact Barb Jorenby. 
 

 

A BUCK A BUCKET - There is still 

garden soil left over from the St. Philip’s 

plant sale.  Bring a five gallon bucket, fill it 

with soil. Drop off a dollar in the church 

office, and you can enhance your perennial 

garden or vegetable garden. Available until the supply 

(limited) is gone! 

THE CHURCH MOUSE PROJECT was a resounding 

success.  During the month of 

September the Church Mouse Project 

will again be seeking volunteers to be a 

Church Mouse to a young member that 

graduated 2014 and 2015 from St. 

Philip’s.  Please consider this outreach 

ministry and sign up to be a Church 

Mouse. 
 

Church Mouse Testimonials…  
 

It’s been 25 years since I was in college, but it seems like 

yesterday when I remember how excited, scared, frustrated, 

insecure, anxious, and filled with anticipation I felt on a daily 

basis.  Hearing from home was like a hug in the mail. Every 

note from my hometown gave me a little more confidence 

each day knowing I had a group of people who were pulling 

for me.  I really enjoyed being a church mouse and helping 

another heart feel full. 
 

Katy Lindberg (Church Mouse for Erin Preston) 
 

 

The Church Mouse program was / is a great, joyful thing!  It 

didn’t matter that I didn’t know the person, knowing that 

someone thought of me was joy in itself! As someone who 

likes to stay connected to her hometown it was nice to 

receive something from them. It makes me still feel 

connected to the church in some way!    
                                            

Abigail Schultz (Bernita Weber was Abigail’s Church Mouse) 
 

 

The Church Mouse program was really nice.  Getting 

packages that you weren’t expecting always made the day.  

Getting to hear about what was going on back at St. Philip’s 

was nice to know too.  It’s always hard to know that kind of 

things when you’re away.  The communication with another 

person was great.  
 

DaKota Tilleraas (Glenda Schnirring was DaKota’s Church 

Mouse) 

 

 

S.H.I.N.E. (Sharing His Incredible News 

Everywhere) 

Summer’s Sunday 

School has had a 

lot of fun this 

summer.  This 

short 20 minute 

time together, 

geared toward the 

kids, has involved 

songs, readings, 

messages and more songs.  Drop in on Sunday mornings 

August 2-September 6) at 9:35-9:55 am in the Community 

Room and check it out. 
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BREAD OF LIFE SERMON SERIES 

July 26 – Jesus, Bread of Life -  John 6: 1 – 21 

Feeding the 5,000        

Pastor Ralph Olsen 

August 2 – Jesus, Bread of Life – 

John 6:24 – 35 

Sign of Power 

Pastor Paul Harrington, Shepherd of 

the Valley Lutheran Church, Apple Valley 

August 9 - Jesus, Bread of Life - John 6:35, 41-51 

Giving of Yourself              

Pastor Lamont Koerner, Bishop’s Assistant, St. Paul Area 

Synod 

August 16 – Jesus Bread of Life – John 6:51-58 

All or Nothing  

Pastor Ralph Olsen 

August 23 – Jesus Bread of Life – John 6:56 – 59 

To Whom Shall We Go    

Pastor Ralph Olsen 
 

 

QUARTERLY MEN’S GROUP - The next meeting of 

the Quarterly Men’s Group will be on Saturday, 

September 12 at 8:30 am.  All men are invited hear a 

presentation by Mike Slavik, Dakota County 

Commissioner for  District 1 which covers Hastings and 

surrounding areas.  Mr. Slavik will provide information and 

updates on a wide variety of county topics of interest 

including roads, parks, social services, taxes, etc.  Q and A 

time will follow.    At this meeting, you’ll have a chance for 

some good coffee, a light snack and fellowship with other 

men preceding the speaker.  Again, this meeting will begin 

at 8:30 am with coffee and then our speaker will start at 9 

am and we will finish by 10 am.  Come and bring a friend!  

Please mark your calendar now for this casual, fun and 

informative time.   If you have any questions, please 

contact Dan Retka at 651-295-7835.  
 

 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE! 

www.splchastings.org 

Phase 1 of our new website is up and running: 

 Check out recent announcements 

 View the updated church calendar 

 View recent newsletters 

 Listen to past sermon recordings 

 Get information about committees, teams and 

activities 

 Donate securely online 

 Fill out an updated volunteer form 

 Submit prayer requests 
 

We are still making some tweaks and even more content 

and pictures will be added soon.  Please check back on a 

regular basis for all the latest! 

PIE AND ICE CREAM AT THE HISTORIC LeDUC 

ESTATE - St. Philip’s will sponsor pie and ice cream 

during the August 16 outdoor concert which is held 

behind the Historic LeDuc Estate on Vermillion Street.  

Guests bring their own chair and enjoy the music 

presented by a professional musician(s) chosen for that 

evening.  
 

Homemade pies are needed (about 40+). Root beer floats 

and brownies are also offered, along with soda and coffee.  

A sign-up sheet is on the kiosk for those who can provide 

one or two homemade pies.  We sell out because your 

pies are always so good.  Volunteers are also needed to 

serve pie and scoop ice cream plus set up and take down 

the serving tables and coffee pot.  Again, please sign up.   
 

This 

project 

takes 

work but 

it is well 

worth it. 

Proceeds 

will be 

given to 

Lutheran 

Social Service of MN as one of St. Philip’s chosen arms of 

outreach. The Dakota Washington Chapter of Thrivent 

Financial will provide $500 in matching dollars for the first 

$500 in proceeds.   In the event of rain, the concert and 

refreshments are at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church near 

Todd Field. Bring your donated pie to the LeDuc back 

yard (or Our Savior’s in the event of rain) by 5:45 pm or 

earlier, as serving begins at 6 pm with the concert 

beginning at 6:30 pm.   
 

Thanks in advance for always making this a worthy and 

profitable evening for Lutheran Social Service which has 

served people with various needs of support for over 150 

years.  Over 100,000 Minnesotans receive assistance from 

LSS of MN every year.   

 

 

NEWBORN HAZEL 

MEYER comes to her first 

worship at St. Philip’s.  New 

members Jamie and Nina Meyer 

didn’t wait long to bring their 

new daughter, Hazel, to a 

recent church service.  It’s an 

exciting and tender observation 

seeing parents bring their very 

new born member of the family 

to church for the first time.  

Congratulations to the Meyers.  

 

http://www.splchastings.org/
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ST. PHILIP’S REVEALS ITS FRIENDLY FACE IN 

RIVERTOWN DAYS FLOAT - Katy Lindberg, Chair 

of Community Ministries had decided early in 2015 that St. 

Philip's needed to have a float in the Rivertown Days 

parade. A low cruising apple orchard wagon was provided 

by Gary McDougall of Apple Junction, and the Lindbergs 

secured a pick up from a family member. Posters of St. 

Philip's programs were tied to the float which was filled 

with members like Jed Carlson, age 8, to Bert Goderstad, 

age 81.  St. Philip's t-shirts also ordered by Katy Lindberg 

were worn by most of the over 20 riders.  

 

Special thanks to St. Philip's Charter Members Margaret 

and Bert Goderstad and Dr. Jennie Orr who joined the 

crowd on the apple wagon.  Everyone had a great time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHARING AND CARING HANDS IS AUGUST 8.  

Menu is shredded chicken w/BBQ sauce, Bush’s baked 

beans, potato chips or Doritos, sliced buns, bottles of 

BBQ sauce, bags of fresh cut fruit, and desserts already 

cut.  Interested in driving to Mary’s Place? call Heidi 

Siebenaler (651-343-5840) or Janna Serres (651-707-

7241). 
 

 

THE WORSHIP COORDINATORS will be meeting 

to do their next scheduling on August 30 at 9:30 am at the 

Welcome Center. If you like to serve “behind the scene” 

this is an opportunity for you. Anyone who might be 

interested in joining our team, please contact Jay or Becky 

Raimann (437-7175) to get more information. 
 

 

ST. PHILIP’S 2015 FINAL GARAGE AND PLANT 

SALE RESULTS - The steering committee for the 2015 

Garage and Plant Sale met Wednesday, July 15 and 

debriefed the details of the sale’s procedures and 

summarized its results.  
 

Interesting data is as follows: 

Garage Sale Merchandise = $13,273 (17,000 estimated 

goods sold)  

Plant Sales = $3,716 (1,800 estimated plants sold) 

Gold Redeemed = $103 

Reported Expenses = $50 

Net Profit to St. Philip’s Ministries = $17,042  
 

It is estimated that 150 St. Philip’s households provided 

donations, volunteer time, or purchased sale items.  A 

large number of area residents shopped the St. Philip’s sale 

and enjoyed themselves.   
 

Two thousand volunteer hours were done on site by 70 

different volunteers who worked at least one shift. The 

labor is magnified by calculating that with each item 

handled by the volunteer is at least 4 times. That 

translates into 76,720 “touches of merchandise” 

experienced.  Thanks to everyone who helped with this 

success. 
 

The Garage and Plant Sale for 2016 is scheduled for June 

11, 2016.   
 

 

MARY FISCHER SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS - The 

2015 awards have been made for the Mary Fischer 

Scholarship.  They are as follows:  
 

$500 -- Aleaha Zabel  

$250 -- to each Brianna Kolmer and Abbie Williams  
 

Mary Fischer was a strong advocate of higher education.  

We thank the Fischers for continuing to support this 

opportunity for the women of St. Philip's.   
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! What a great day it 

was to receive four new households into the worshipping 

family of St. Philip’s on Sunday, July 12. There is no 

substitute for membership. It becomes a reciprocal 

exchange of knowing and praying for one another’s well-

being.  Together we make the world a better place.  
 

Jean Evans and her children Levi, and Kasilu, have 

lived in Hastings 

most of their 

lives. Jean was 

born in St. Paul 

but moved to 

Hastings as a 

young girl. She 

married Dennis 

Evans in 1975 

who passed 

away in 2003.  
 

Jean enjoys bowling, being a league bowler since 1974. 

Being at home, canning fruits and vegetables is something 

Jean enjoys.  She has also been a provider of Foster Care 

for 38 years. Playing board games and putting puzzles 

together along with fishing and camping are things she also 

enjoys.  Campfires and relaxation can make Jean’s day.  
 

The Evans family became acquainted with St. Philip’s when 

son Levi joined Boy Scout Troop 23. Jean accepted 

leadership roles with the troop and became acquainted 

with other St. Philip’s members. Levi began pre-

confirmation classes last fall and is comfortable with his 

fellow students at St. Philip’s.  The Evans’ are excited to 

continue their journey with many “old” friends and the 

beginning of “new” friends. 

 

Daniel and Ashley Gilles 

are very excited to be part 

of the St. Philip’s family.  

Dan is originally from 

Roberts, Wisconsin and 

Ashley from Lake City, 

Minnesota.  Dan works for 

Hilti as a Sales Manager. He 

specializes in selling 

Diamond products to 

customers in the Dakotas, 

Iowa, and Wisconsin. The 

summer months of 

construction activity are the busiest times for Dan who 

can do most of his work from his home based office.  

Ashley works at the University of Minnesota as an Internal 

Auditor. She performs audits of the different departments 

including academic units, sponsored research, health care, 

and athletics.  

Hobbies the Gilles’ enjoy are golfing, hunting, fishing, and 

the outdoors for Dan, along with being an avid runner. 

Dan just completed Grandma’s Marathon in June. Ashley 

enjoys playing tennis, reading and baking.  Dan and Ashley 

also have their black lab Gunner which provides them a 

lot of enjoyment.  
 

Dan and Ashley enjoyed the friendly reception at St. 

Philip’s and its welcome.  They will become parents in 

August and look forward to St. Philip’s as their family’s 

congregation.  

 

Christopher and Breanna Treptow and new baby 

Leland are Hastings 

people. Chris works in 

Merchandising at the 

Sportsman’s Guide. 

Breanna is a Financial 

Analyst with 3M and holds 

a real estate license with 

Wissota Real Estate Inc.  
 

Breanna and Chris enjoy 

their spare time up north 

in family cabins and staying 

on their own houseboat 

near Crosslake, 

Minnesota.  They love the 

outdoors and enjoy 

fishing, hunting, 

snowboarding, and boating.  Chris was confirmed at St. 

Philip’s during the time of Pastor Phil Walen.  The 

Treptows have friends and family who are part of the 

congregation which made them feel this was a good fit for 

their family.  

 

Michelle Carlson was born 

and raised in Woodbury, 

moving to Hastings with her 

husband Wyatt six years ago.  

Michelle works at Pearl 

Vision in Hastings under the 

supervision of member Ken 

Langenfeld who encouraged 

her to consider St. Philip’s. 
 

Michelle’s main hobby is 

horseback riding but also 

enjoys working with her husband on his race cars. Wyatt 

races cars at times at the Brainerd Speedway. 
 

Pastor Ralph Olsen confirmed Michelle at King of Kings in 

Woodbury some years back which is another reason she 

found St. Philip’s to be a good choice for her.  Michelle has 

already done a number of helpful tasks at St. Philip’s by 

bringing in the donut holes on Sunday and working on 

Garage and Plant Sale day.  
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Ralph Olsen, Interim Senior Pastor 

   pastorralph@splchastings.org 

   cell:  651-230-5624 

Gordon Gathright, Ministry Associate 

   gordonyth@aol.com 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

Naomi Stout, Praise Music Worship Leader 

   naomis@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Joe Russell, Coordinator of Children and  

Young Family Ministries 

 joer@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.spelcpreschool.com  

 

 

Church Office Hours: 

 Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Schedule: 

 Sundays:  8:30 and 10:00 am  
Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the 

month  

 

Summer Christian Education: 

S.H.I.N.E. (Sharing His Incredible News 

Everywhere) Sundays at 9:35 - 9:55 am  

       New E-mails!   

 


